MARSH   BIRD'S .FOOT TREFOIL,  Lotus
Schkuhr.

215, Marsh Bird's Foot Trefoil, Lotus u/iginosus Schkuhr
(X f); perennial; stems erect or ascending, up to about 2 ft
long, rather zigzag, glabrous or thinly pilose; leaves petiolate,
trifoliolate, leaflets very
shortly stalked, obovate
to oblanceolate, glab-
rous to thinly pilose;
stipules large and leafy,
elliptic to obovate, look-
ing like a pair of basal
leaflets ; flowers orange-
yellow, several in a head
on a long slender pe-
duncle, the head about
1 in. diam. and with a
trifoliolate leafy bract
(A, X If) at the base;
calyx (B, X If) bell-
shaped, equally 5-lobed,
lobes narrow, ciliate ;
standard-petal (vexil-
,lum)(C, X 1$) obovate,
gradually narrowed into
the rather broad claw,
notched at the apex;
wing-petals (D, X if)
oblong-elliptic, produc-
ed on one side at the
base, with a slender claw; keel-petals (E, x 1$) ovate-acu-
minate; stamens (F, X 1$) in 2 bundles, 1 stamen free, the other
9 united in a sheath open along the top ; filaments alternately
longer and shorter, but anthers equal; ovary (G, X l$)long and
narrow, glabrous, with a longish smooth style bent at an angle ;
ovules numerous; fruits (H, X f) spreading in star fashion,
about 1 in* long, almost rounded, slightly keeled, slightly reticle
late, at length splitting with the halves slightly curled; seeds
(Jf, X 3) very small, globose, greenish, with a very small circular
scar (family Papillonaceae).

The pollen mechanism is similar to that described in theBird's-
Foot Trefoil in Common Wild Flowers, fig. 27 ; as in that species
the stalks of 5 of the stamens arc club-shaped at tho top.
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